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DIPLOMA.
' CANCELLARIUS, Magistri, et Scholares Universitatis Oxoniensis omnibus ad quos presentes Liters pervenerint, salutem in Domino Sempiternam.
' SCIATIS, virum illustrem, SAMUELEM JOHNSON, in omni humanio-rum literarum genere eruditum, omniumque scientiarum comprehensions felicissimum, scriptis suis, ad popularium mores formandos summd verborum elegantia ac sententiarum gravitate compositis, ita olim incla-ruisse, ut dignus videretur cui ab Academia sua eximia quadam laudis prcemia deferentur \defcrrentur\ quique \in\ venerabilem Magistrorum Ordinem summa cum dignitate cooptaretur:
•' Cum vert) eundem clarissimum vinim tot postea tantique labores, in patria prasertim lingua ornanda et stabilienda fclicitcr impensi, ita in-signiverint, ut in Literarum Republica PRINCEPS jam et PRIMARIUS jure habeatur; Nos CANCELLARIUS, Magistri, et Scholares Universitatis Oxoniensis, qub talis viri merita pari honoris remuneration excequentur, et fierpetuum sues simul laudis, nostraque erga liter as propensissimtz uoluntatis extet monumentum, in solenni Comjocatione Doctorum et Magistrorum Regentium, et non Regentium, prcedictum SAMUELEM JOHNSON Doctorem in Jure Civili renunciavimus et con-stituimus, eumqiie virtuteprcesentis Diplomatis singulis juribus, privi-legiis et honoribus, ad istum gradum quaqua pertincntibus, frui et gaudere jiissimus. In cujus rei testimonium commune Universitatis Oxoniensis sigillumpr&sentibus apponifecimus.
' Datum in Domo nosirce Convocations die tricesimo Me?isis Martii, Anno Domini Millesimo septingentesimo, septuagesimo quinto \3
1 The original is in my possession. He shewed me the Diploma, and allowed me to read it, but would not consent to my taking a copy of it, fearing perhaps that I should blaze it abroad in his life-time. His objection to this appears from his 99th letter to Mrs.Thrale, whom in that letter he thus scolds for the grossness of her flattery of him:—' The other Oxford news is, that they have sent me a degree of Doctor of Laws, with such praises in the Diploma as perhaps ought to make me ashamed: they are very like your praises. I wonder whether I shall ever shew it \them in the original] to you.'
It is remarkable that he never, so far as I know, assumed his title of Doctor, but called himself Mr. Johnson, as appears from many of his cards or notes to myself; and I have seen many from him to other persons, in which he uniformly takes that designation. I once observed on his table a letter directed to him with the addition of Esquire, and objected to it as being a designation inferiour to that of
' Viroare measured and
